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Tariff ceilings relative to applied rates 

Economist, 28 Jun 2007 



Tariff ceilings, selected countries (% of line items) 

Agricultural line items Industrial line items 

Duty-

free 

Rates greater than: Duty

-free 

Rates greater than: 

> 15% >100% > 15% 

Canada 42 1 0 29 7 

US 28 3 0 37 2 

EU-15 27 34 1 22 1 

Norway 23 61 44 44 0 

Argentina 0 97 0 0 99 

Brazil 2 96 0 0 97 

Mexico 0 96 5 0 100 

Romania 0 98 40 0 99 

India 2 99 45 0 98 

Source: WTO, ERAD, Special Studies 6, MA: Unfinished Business, 2001  



WTO commitments on tariffs in agriculture 

MA schedule of commitments, agriculture, selected ag items 

Harmonized product code 
MFN rate of duty (tariff) 

Base rate Bound rate 

Code Product description kr/kg % kr/kg % 

02.01 Meat of bovine animals, fresh or chilled 

      .10 whole/half carcasses 37.97 405 32.28 344 

.20 other cuts with bone-in 74.12 405 66.40 344 

04.06 Cheese 

.10 Fresh cheese, not fermented 29.03 275 24.68 233 

.40 Blue-veined cheese 31.94 302 27.15 257 

Source: www.wto.org 



Tariff revenue as % total tax revenue 

Selected Asia 
Share, 

% 

Selected 

Africa 

Share, 

% 

Bangladesh 30.0 Algeria 12.1 

India 24.1 Cameroon 31.6 

Nepal 30.9 Congo DR 33.7 

Pakistan 14.4 Congo Rep. 23.2 

Sri Lanka 27.4 Madagascar 53.5 

Philippines 19.6 Uganda 50.3 

Latin America Middle East 

Dominican Rep. 44.1 Jordan 20.4 

Paraguay 17.5 Lebanon 39.0 

Peru 10.5 Oman 10.3 

Venezuela 12.1 Syria 11.7 

Source: South Centre, SC/TADP/AN/MA/1, Dec 2004 



World production of rare earth elements 



Export quotas on rare earths 

Source: Economist, “Rare earths: Digging in,” 4 Sep 2010 



Rare earths: production, export and prices 

Economist, “Economic and financial indicators: rare earths”,  17 Mar 2012, p. 89. 



Export tax revenue as % total tax revenue 

Source: WTO, 2004 

Country 1990 1995 2000 1990-2000 

Argentina 0.11 0.09 0.34 

Cameroon 1.71 10.83 2.00 4.97 

Costa Rica 3.04 0.21 1.66 

Ghana 13.81 4.05 11.23 

Malaysia 9.27 2.05 2.19 3.92 

Export tax on soya, wheat, corn and sunflower 

seeds is at 44% in Argentina 



Export taxes 

   Panicked by rising 

food prices in 2007, 

30+ gov’ts, from 

Ukraine to China, 

introduced export 

restrictions on farm 

produce, cutting 

supply on world 

markets. Rice was 

worst hit - only 4% 

of total crop is 

traded globally. 


